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hung for three days over a city gate. Variety was certainly
the spice of life.

A Bedou bent on robbing his neighbour was caught with
his hand beneath the fly of the tent. His hand was doomed
to five years' imprisonment, and the owner given the option
of going with it. He who stole a horse or steer was cut into
two parts. Lesser thefts were punished by seven, seven-
teen, twenty-seven, up to seven hundred blows with
a staff.

One form of torture was to build a mould round the
victim, filling the cracks with plaster of Paris. He could
breathe until the plaster started to expand. Another little
game was to keep a hungry rat in a cage with a small
opening through which it could nibble. The cage was
then strapped each day to a different portion of the victim's
anatomy. A death sentence was to be strangled with a
bow-string or stifled between heavy felts. A horror was
to pour molten silver into eyes and ears. In the pursuit
of justice, the father was sometimes ordered to execute his
erring son. If he delayed, the son was made to execute
the father. If both refused, both were executed.

If a tradesman used false weights, his head was thrust
into a hole in a plank which rested upon his shoulders;
to the plank was fastened a bell; to his head a straw cap;
thus he had to walk the streets in his shame.

Mediaeval Persians brought cruelty to a fine art. Once
a woman was forced to witness the slaughter of her young
son, and the head was then cast into her lap. She threw it
back, saying: "I do not take what I give to my God."

One torture showed refinement in cruelty, and a
knowledge of anatomy. The naked victim was placed
upon a board, lying upon his back, and firmly bound that
he might not move. His tormentors then proceeded
to rub his stomach very gently but persistently with two
smooth bricks, using a circular motion. At first the bound
man laughed and wriggled. Gradually the continuous
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